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A method of selecting information stored in a data storage system, said 
5 m^hod comprising the steps of :- 

defining at least one sort statement; 

determining the value of a relevance parameter for each data file in the 
stored information in respect of the or each sort statement; 

deft(iing at least one sort statement site on a display means, wherein a sort 
10 statement sit\ represents a respective sort statement; 

represeVting the data files as elements on the display means; 
effectingVnovement of at least one element from an initial position on the 
display means towards one or more sort statement sites, the movement of respective 
elements being determined in accordance with the relevance parameter for their 
15 associated data files inVespect of each statement so that differences in the data files 
cause the elements to move relative to one another, thereby to provide a visual 
indication of the data files oieing sorted; and 

selecting at least one^^data file according to the position on the display means 
of its respective element. 



2. A method according to cl^m 1 further comprising the step of accessing data 

in the selected data file. 



M7 



A method according to claim 1 or claim 2 wherein the step of determining 
25 the >^ue of the relevance parameter for each data file, for each sort statement, 
comprise the step of identifying the most relevant data file for each sort statement, 
assigning ifs.a maximum relevance parameter value and determining respective 
normalised valuh^s for the rest of the data files based on said maximum relevance 
parameter value. 



30 



4. A metfvpd according to claim 3 wherein the step of moving the elements 

comprises the steto of determining a movement vector for each element based on the 
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magnitude of the normalised values of the respective data file and the direction of 
relevant sort statement sites relative to the element. 

5. >^method according to claim 4 wherein the step of determining a movement 

5 vector for Xach element comprises the step of determining a component movement 
vector for the\element in respect of each sort statement based on the magnitude of 
the respective nVmalised value of the respective data file for the sort statement and 
the direction of thesrespective sort statement site to that element, and summing the 
component movemenr\yectors. 
10 \ 
S\I0A^7 ^ method according to claim 4 or claim 5 wherein the elements move in 

stepb^^and a movement vector is determined for each step. 

7. A method according to claim 6 wherein the display means comprises an array 

15 of pixels and the noovement vectors determine which pixels respective elements are 
moved to in each ste^SL 



A method according to any one of claims 4 to 7 further comprising the step 
of "Applying scaling factors to the respective movement vectors according to the 
20 respective positions of the elements on the display means. 

9. A method accorcUng to claim 8 wherein the step of applying scaling factors 

comprises the step of selecWig a scaling factor area distribution. 



^5 



5 1^. A method according to any preceding claim wherein the step of defining the 
or each sort statement comprises the step of displaying a list of available sort 
parameters on the display means and selecting a set of sort parameters from the list. 

11. A Vethod according to claim wherein the step of defining the or each sort 
30 statement sitte comprises the step of selecting a respective position on the display 
means which c\rrespond to a point on the circumference of a circle. 
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Ametr 



1 2. AVnethod according to claim 1 1 wherein the initial position of the elements is 
defined at tke centre of the circle. 

^^^^V ^ fTiethod according to any preceding claim wherein each element moves 
5 frorK its initial position towards a site which represents the most relevant sort 
staterrVent for the respective data file. 



14. A Nnethod according to any preceding claim further comprising the step of 
storing the selected data files. 

10 

15. A methodXaccording to any preceding claim further comprising the step of 
pre-selecting at least Vie sub-class of data files to be sorted. 

16. A method according to any preceding claim further comprising the step of pre- 
1 5 formatting the data files to l^e sorted. 
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17. A^ystem for selecting information stored in a data storage system, said 
system comprising:- 

a dispnay means; 

a sort st^ement generator for generating at least one sort statement; 
a positionNpenerator for positioning respective sort statement sites on the 
display means; 

a data proces^r for determining the value of a relevance parameter for each 
data file in the stored inrbrmation in respect of the or each sort statement; 

a visual signal prci^essor for representing the data files as elements on the 
display means and for simulating movement of at least one element from an initial 
position on the display meansVowards one or more sort statement in accordance with 
the relevance parameter for thk associated data file in respect of each statement so 
that differences in the data flies \ause the elements to move relative to one another 
30 and provide a visual indication of thve data files being sorted; and 

a data selector for selecting least one data file according to the position on 
the display means of its respective element. 
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